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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Fritsch's Birds of Europe. 1 — This work is by an accomplished 
zoologist, the author of an elaborate memoir on the cephalopods of the 
cretaceous formation of Bohemia, and more recently of a work on the 
laws of migrations of the birds of Europe, containing " an immense 
amount of data, which have been worked up most satisfactorily," as 
stated by Mr. R. B. Sharpe in the Zoological Record for 1874. The 
present work briefly describes the orders, families, genera, and species 
of European birds, with their most important synonyms and diagnoses, 
and notes on breeding habits and distribution. These descriptions, con- 
joined with the chromo-lithograph of each species, — executed in most 
cases nearly as well as the figures in the United States government 
reports, but nearly all reduced below the natural size, — will enable one 
to readily identify any European bird. The classification is perhaps 
antiquated, beginning with the birds of prey, but the treatment of the 
subject is that of a skilled ornithologist. It is evidently inferior to Dr. 
Coues's admirable Key to North American Birds, though we are not sure 
but that a compact work of this nature, accompanied by an atlas of 
chromo-lithographic plates and published for fifty dollars, would not be 
welcomed by amateur ornithologists, though Coues's Key on the one hand, 
and Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway's magnificent work on the other, leave 
almost nothing to be desired by the American student who lives in a 
town or city having in its library Audubon's Birds of America and the 
government and state reports containing the ornithology of the Western 
and Pacific States. 

Dr. Fritsch's work is highly spoken of by Dr. Hartlaub, Von Homeyer, 
and a reviewer in Cabanis' Journal fiir Ornithologie, and would form 
a valuable work of reference in any library. 

Riley's Eighth Report on the Noxious Insects of Missouri. 2 
— The Colorado potato beetle, the canker worm, the army worm, the 
Rocky Mountain locust, and the grape Phylloxera receive much attention 
in this report, and fresh information is given regarding their habits, dev- 
astations, and the means of combating them. It is shown by the experi- 
ments of Professor Kedzie that Paris green does not poison the soil or 
become absorbed by the plants, and the reporter insists that, used with 
caution, it is the best remedy for the ravages of the Doryphora. He 
adopts and extends Walsh's view that this beetle gradually spread to the 
Atlantic from the " mountain region of Colorado," and in another place 
(page 10) that " the native home of the species is the more fertile coun- 

1 Naturgeschichte der VSgels Europa's. Von Dr. Anton Fritsch. Prag. 1853-70. 
Text 8vo, pp. 506, with atlas of 61 plates, folio. S. E. Cassino, Naturalists' Agency, 
Salem, Mass. $40. 

* Eighth Annual Report on the Noxious, Beneficial, and other Insects of the State of 
Missouri. By C. V. Riley. 8vo. 1876. 
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try east of the [Rocky] mountains, extending from the Black Hills to 
Mexico, where it becomes scarce, and is represented by Doryphora unde- 
cimlineata and D. melanothorax." With this latter view we entirely coin- 
cide, but Walsh's idea of its being a mountain-insect is erroneous, as it 
does not injure the potato fields in Colorado above an altitude of about 
seven thousand feet, is confined mostly to the plains, and is a subtropical 
insect, with its allies living on the plains of Mexico, Central America, 
and New Grenada. He opposes the view, and we think with good 
reason, that the beetle is poisonous. The reporter shows that the two 
species of canker worm differ so much in the egg, larva, pupa, and 
adult state as to belong to different genera. While we should hardly 
be inclined to separate the two species generically, entomologists are 
greatly indebted to Dr. Riley for the mass of new facts regarding their 
specific distinctions which he has presented with pen and pencil. 

The chapter on the locust affords interesting reading, and contains 
valuable suggestions as to the best means of withstanding its attacks, 
for which government aid is invoked. New facts regarding the grape 
Phylloxera and army worm, and an essay on the yucca borer, also 
aid in rendering the report one of the most interesting and practically 
valuable that has yet been issued. 

The Zoological Recoed for 1874. 1 — On opening this volume, 
which has just been received, our attention is drawn to the increasing 
amount of work done by American zoologists, which bears a fair propor- 
tion to the amount of labor performed by other nations. The recorder 
of literature on mammalia says that, " as in 1873, special notice is due to 
the labors of Leidy, Marsh, and Cope, among the remains of the mam- 
mals of the American tertiary periods." In the portion on birds the 
recorders state that " the striking discoveries for the year 1874 are 
limited in number ; but some remarkable books have nevertheless been 
produced during its course, the chief of which must be reckoned the 
great works on North American birds by Messrs. Baird, Brewer, and 
Ridgway, and Coues." The researches of Professor Morse on the Brachi- 
opods, and of Mr. A. Agassiz on the Echini and the embryology of the 
Ctenophora, are noticed at greater or less length. We repeat what we 
have before said, that this Record is indispensable to the American 
zoologist in particular, as so many live away from scientific libraries, 
while the working naturalist in scientific centres needs one at hand at 
all times. We shall be glad when the time comes that fewer new species 
will have to be recorded, and more attention given by zoologists to the 
natural history of animals, and consequently a fuller record of how ani- 
mals act, think, and are mutually related may be presented in such a 
record of zoological discovery as the present. Systematic zoology is 
largely dictionary-work, and preparatory to true biological studies. 

1 The Zoological Record for 1874 ; being Volume Eleventh of the Record of Zoolog- 
ical Literature. Edited by E. C. Rye. London : John Van Voorst. 1876. 8vo, 
pp. 557. 



